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After a brief hiatus, TCW’s 100
Women feature was revived three
years ago. Between 100 Women
Making a Difference in July 2011,
100 Women to Watch in 2012
and 100 Women of Inspiration
in 2013, these lists of intelligent,
powerful, hardworking women
generated a big buzz around town.
We featured diverse groups from
a variety of professions, including
arts, education, finance, government,
healthcare, philanthropy and more.

This year, we’ve assembled a list
of 100 Women of Inspiration —
ladies from the Chicago area
who’ve doneincredible work intheir
personal and/or professional lives.
You'll recognize familiar faces from
previous 100 Women lists and new
women we haven’t yet featured.
Due to space constraints, we've
only printed portions of their bios,
but their inspiring contributions go
far beyond what'’s listed here. And
although we’ve omitted some women
who are, indeed, inspirational, we
limited our selection to 100.
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PARTNER, BARACK FERRAZZANO
Shermin Kruse wears many hats:
attorney, mother, poet, painter, model,

photographer and human rights advocate.

WHY SHE’S INSPIRING: Having grown
up in Iran, Ms. Kruse is a passionate
advocate for women’s issues both in
the U.S. and abroad. Her debut novel,
Butterfly Stitching, is a gripping tale of
oppression and redemption, obsession
and love, and loss and authenticity.




